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Even the snobbiest brew-sucker will
pardon a charming benefactor’'s
mMisguided gift. But that

doesn’t apply to you.

words: Jennifer Litz

For all your tools who don’t like when we use models, Jen isn’'t a model
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our first line of offensiveferritory is the pedple surrounding your target drinker.

Sometimes a group‘scenario.offers your largesse relative anonymity. But if her cohorts
are all tuned in to her, you've got a veritable Supreme Court to potentially judge your efforts,
and some of them are bound to be angry drunks. Use your distorted judgment.

Make your move if she’s with a small group of girls or guys—3 or 4, max. If
they're all girls, buy them all drinks if you can. A girl out with that many guys likely isnt infringing
on her boyfriend’s guy's night—but you never know, so watch the table’s body language.

And never buy a girl a drink if she’s only with one guy. Even if they're identical twins. Because
you know he'll get offended that you moved in on what might have been his territory.

Conversely, that
headless pale could well
be a hoppy beer—a 5
or so percent chance
if there are several
tongue-lashers on tap.
But how to find out if
this hot chick is the
Holy Grail? You could
get close enough to
smell her drink.

We don’t think Jen would like if we bent over and

Or ask the bartender what
she had.

If hers is one of many harried
servers on a tightly packed
floor, you might just want to
take a gander at the hue of
her brew.

If it's dark—how dark? Is

it schwarzbier, or a thick,
strapping porter? If you're not
sure, take the bathroom path
near her table. Nobody should
notice if you just glance at the
drinks. If her table’s out of the
way, take a “smoke break.”
Play Pac-Man if she’s close
enough—but if she catches you
staring at her beer from inside
the dirty curtain of a photo
booth, she’s gonna think you've
got roofies in your pocket.

And if you do, please don't buy
her a beer.
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So once you’ve more or less identified
what she’s drinking, the goal isn’t
necessarily to give her the same—it’s to
give her something similar. This shows
that you are either A) very considerate,
or B) posses qualities of extrasensory
perception. Both are high on women’s
“must have” list.

By now you’ve identified the brew, more
or less, so let’s go over some best bets
from my own circle of choosy chuggers.

Golden, with
Lots of Head

Probably a wheat or witbier, maybe

a tripel (this is where that bartender
or server could come in handy). But
probably something wheaty. Maybe
she’s drinking Leinenkugel Sunset
Wheat or Blue Moon's flagship, if
there's an orange. Upgrade her to the
creamy smoothness of Hoegaarden
Witbier. Better yet, if you're in the
Midwest, Bell's Oberon is good. Or
Three Floyd's Gumballhead, if she
seems like a beer nerd. If she’s not, the
name'’s fun, anyway.

Jen asked us to remove her “goblin ear,” we thought it added character.

Want to play it dangerous? Order her
a tripel. The spicy-sweet smoothness
covers its liberal amounts of alcohal,
as you know. You cannot go wrong

with Chimay’s Cing Cents, or Brugge
Brasserie's Tripel de Ripple. You're
much more likely to find the Chimay, so
tell her it's brewed to sustain Belgian
monasteries whose cheese-making
cows stay fat and happy on beer-tainted
feed (really!). That should appeal to her
inner animal lover.

The Thin Pale Line

Ouch, American Lagertown. Not to worry:
Full Sail Session Lager is a bit fuller and
more flavorful than your gas station
12-pack. Plus, the bottle’s cooler.

Or try a framboaise, if you're willing to
pony up for it.

And if you're buying one for me, I'll take a
Chimay Grand Reserve, please. That's
the big bottle. (5

Brownies
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hard to go wrong with Left Hand Brewing Co.’'s Milkstout,
Steam makes a well-balanced, very drinkable porter.
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But honestly, it's hard to find a bad oatmeal brew. B
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